Ex-DA Aide 
Asks Probe 


^ U$0,tiw or face toe irniuar- 

> rassment of revelation of af- 

> fidavits held by Kaskell ac- 
-Z cased Ward of accepting 
V bribes from Maryland Nation- 

> al officials. 


Former assistant Dist. Atty. Charles R. Ward 
asked the Orleans Parish Grand Jury today to inves- 
tigate his accusation that a New Orleans lawyer at- 
tempted to blackmail the district attorney^ office into 
settling a claim against a bonding company. 

He charged that Ralph 
Kaskell, an attorney asso- 
ciated with the law firm 
of Deutsch, Kerrigan and 
Stiles, threatened to ‘ 're- 
veal an alleged act of 
public bribery” involving 
Ward if a claim for more 
than $500,000 against the 
Maryland National Insur- 
ance Co, were not settled 
for $100,000. 

Eberhard P. Deutsch, prin- 
cipal partner in the law ten, 
said he would have no com- 
ment. Deutsch said Kaskell 
was out of town. 


THERE WERE these fast- 
moving developments after 
Ward, who quit Tuesday in 
a dispute with Disk Atty. Jim 
Garrison, handed a letter to 
Jury Foreman Fernand S. 
Lapeyre in which he offered 
to waive immunity and testify 
before the jury: 

1, The grand jury, holding 
its regular weekly meeting, 
excluded assistant district at- 
torney Naina V. Bertel and 
William Alford from the jury 
room and held a 30-minnte 
private conference with Crim- 
inal District Court Judge 
Thomas M. Brahney Jr. 

2. It was revealed that Fed- 
eral District Judge Lansing 
JL Mitchell has issued an or- 
der restraining Garrison?, as- 
sistant district attorney Shir- 
ley G, Wimberly Jr. and state 
officials from moving to col- 
lect bond forfeiture claims 
totalling $629,000 from the 
Maryland National Insurance 
Co. pending a hearing at 10 
a. m. Monday. 

A check today by Bill 
Lynch, States-Item Baton 
Rouge correspondent, shows 
Maryland National owes the 
state $629,000 in forfeitures 
covering the failure of ac- 
cused persons to appear for 



trial. 

Ward resigned as Garri- 
son's principal assistant in 
protest against the district at- 
torney’s action in withdrawing 

'“’Turn towage 6, Column 1 

^ _ 4 - ^ ^ — * 

Continued from Front Page 

his recommendation that 
Ward be appointed to a crim- 
inal district court judgeship. 
< Ward broke the news of the 

> resignation and revealed that 
the accusation of taking 

> bribes had been made against 
■ * him. Garrison later said he 
Z bad withdrawn his endorse- 

meat of Ward for the judge* 
-* ship because three bonding 
4 company officials had made 
4 affidavits accusing Ward of 
bribery. 

Ward alleged the attempted 
extortion took place in a con- 
versation between Kaskell and 
assistant DA Wimberly Jr. 

Kaskell allegedly told Wim- 
berly that the DA J s office 
should accept the offer of 


s 




> WARD SAID THE charges 
l* of public bribery against him 

> are "unquestionably false and 

> are known by Mr. Kaskell and 
4 Deutsch, Kerrigan and Stiles 
% to he totally worthless as evi- 
4 deuce in a court of law or 
4 anywhere else.” 

£ Ward requested an oppor- 
4 tunity to testify before the 
4 Grand Jury, saying he would 
Z waive all rights and immuni- 
; ties, 

4 bail bonding firm of 

% Maryland National is the for- 
4 mer employer of William Har* 

;5 dy Davis, one of those who j 
■£ fM an affidavit with Garri- 
$ son accusing Ward of accept- 
4 lag bribes. 

>. . 

% In the letter, Ward said 
g Maryland National incurred 
r much of the liability to the , 
state of Louisiana during 1966 . 
He said that when Mary- 
land National failed to deliver 
promised installment pay- 
'< ments, the DA’s office filed a 
*Z claim jigainst the company, 

1 1 WARD SAID Maryland Na- 
vi: tional then retained Deutsch, 
Kerrigan and Stiles whose of- 
fers to settle the claim for 
K $100,000 were rejected by the 
DA’s office. 

According to Ward, Kaskell 
then asked Wimberly to meet 
V him at a downtown bar. When 
Z: : Wimberly declined, Kaskell 
»■ went to the DA’s office to j 
; . meet Wimberly and suggested 
t - they talk at a restaurant 
ri across the street. 

: r Ward says it was at the 
>- restaurant that Kaskell told 
>- the DA’s office the $100,000 ! 
w< should be accepted or the al- 
> : leged public bribery would be 
;X revealed. 

§Z WARD SAID Wimberly 
>;• drafted a memorandum to 
Garrison, telling him of the 
alleged threats and the affi- 
davits of Davis and others, 

“In the memorandum, Mr, 
Wimberly expressed the opin* 

; ion that this was sheer "black- 
: : r mail, 1 ” Ward said in his let- 

s; ter. 

;* ; Ward said Garrison also ex- 
-••• pressed the opinion that Kas- 
keH's proposition was "black- 


$* mail,” 




§ 
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It specifically prohibits the 
state agencies from issuing 
any writs to make these col- 
jectons effective and it pro* 
inbits the state from taking 
any action to interfere with 
the insurance company do- 
ing business in Louisiana. 

It also was reported that 
the grand jury has rescinded 
subpoenas issued for four per- 
sons reported to have made 
depositions involving the re- 
ported extortion. 
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